Mrs Sharon Riva Raeburn.

25th January 1947 – 22nd January 2017

Sharon Raeburn was a founding member of the British Psychoanalytic Association and its first President.  She was also a Training Analyst and Supervisor of the Association.

The BPA became a Component Society of the International Psychoanalytical Association in 2009, (ratified in January 2010), after working through the processes necessary to achieve that aim.  From her original training as a psychoanalytic psychotherapist, Sharon, together with Dan Twomey and Helen Alfille, instigated the first steps towards forming the second psychoanalytic society and training in the U.K.  After the initial application, with the constant help of the liaison committee appointed by the IPA, consisting of Mme Jacqueline Godfrind-Haber and Dr. Ludwig Haesler and a small but dedicated additional group of members, the work was achieved over a period of several years and the BPA journeyed from Provisional to Component IPA Society.

Sharon Raeburn was indefatigable in the work she did to achieve the goal of becoming a psychoanalytic society.  Nothing was too much trouble for her to attend to – from the overarching dream to the smallest detail – tasks to which she brought humour, total dedication to the work in hand and a steely determination.  This was based on her love for psychoanalysis which gave her the will to succeed in realising the dream.  She always paid tribute to the foundation of the original training in the BAP, which included personal analysis, teaching and supervision from IPA Training Analysts.  In addition she valued the support of the IPA and members of the British Psychoanalytical Society during the process of application. 
She was also instrumental in fostering an interest in psychoanalysis in South Africa.

More recently she has been working for the International New Groups Committee in the IPA, chairing the Ukraine sponsoring group. 

Born in Cape Town, South Africa, Sharon came to London in 1972, was married twice and leaves a daughter, a son and five grandchildren from her first marriage and also two brothers, one in America and one in South Africa.
She worked as a social worker in the psychiatric department of St. Mary’s Hospital under psychoanalyst, John Peddar, Perhaps it can be said that the psychoanalytic journey started there.  She will be sorely missed by the analytic community in the BPA and the wider membership of the International Psychoanalytical Association.
